Library of Congress Teaching with Primary Sources 

Northern Virginia Partnership
INQUIRY ON PRIMARY SOURCE LEARNING IN THE CLASSROOM
2007- 2008
Seminar Leader:  Courtney Rogers

Lemon Road Elementary School
Session 1:  September 25, Tuesday, 4:30 -7:30 p.m.  
What are my plans for integrating primary sources/historical documents into the curriculum?  Where do questions for inquiry come from?  What is my question? What are the expectations for this project? How do I begin my inquiry?  Participants begin observing and reflecting in their logs.
Session 2:  October 23, Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
How do I find historical sources for my lessons? How do I design and submit my lessons to the Primary Source Learning website? How do I find out more about what interests me? How do I look at what I’m curious about?  What is data? What does the data tell me?  How do I revise my question?  Implementing lessons and collecting data.
Session 3:  November 13, Tuesday, 4:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Where does the data lead me?  What else do I want to know?  More focused data collection.
Session 4:   December 11, Tuesday, 4:30 – 7:30 p.m.
What am I learning from the data? What questions are emerging from the data?  What is my question now?  Continue data collection; reviewing and analyzing data.
Session 5:  January 15, Tuesday, 4:30 – 7:30 p.m.
How am I making sense of the data? What does the data mean? Data analysis.
Session 6:  February 12, Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. -3:30 p.m
Looking at my data as a whole, what is my question now and what do I think I’ve learned?  Complete major data collection and begin exploratory writing.  Individual conferences. 
Session 7:  March (Individual Work Day) 
As I write what am I learning?  How can I best show what I have learned?  Where are there gaps in my inquiry? Continue draft writing.
Session 8:  April 15, Tuesday, 4:30 – 7:30 p.m.

How do I make use of my colleagues’ response to my writing? Sharing and responding to report drafts. 
Session 9:  May 1, Thursday, 4:30 – 7:30 p.m.  Teacher Researcher Conference
Session 10:  May 13, Tuesday, 4:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

What can I say, at this point, I’ve learned?  What questions do I want to study further?

Deadline Draft of Report due.  Sharing of inquiry findings and implications. 
Open Labs offered as needed: Date TBA, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

How do I find historical sources for my lessons? How do I design and submit my lessons at http://www.PrimarySourceLearning.org?
