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The purpose of this seminar is to provide experience and support in using research skills for thoughtful and systematic inquiry into classroom practice that makes use of digital historical documents to deepen students’ understanding of curriculum and develop their literacy skills. Participants will explore questions that are relevant to use of primary source documents in their own classrooms while providing support to one another in a collaborative setting.  As they conduct inquiry, teachers develop understanding of their students’ learning and of their own teaching that enables them to make more informed decisions about instruction.   
While teachers will shape their own classroom investigations, the following central question, cast three ways, frames the inquiry for the seminar participants:

What happens when students use primary sources to learn in my classroom?
How does use of historical documents in my teaching affect my students’ learning?
What is learning with primary sources?
Participant Outcomes

The seminar is designed to enable participants to:

· Use Library of Congress resources to promote student understanding of the curriculum and develop literacy skills

· Develop and publish and/or refine Library of Congress historical document-based lessons in the field-testing database at http://www.PrimarySourceLearning.org
· Identify questions for inquiry on the use of historical documents with students
· Collect, analyze and interpret data from their classrooms 

· Examine their assumptions about their inquiry
· Write a report on their inquiry, findings, and implications. 

· Understand ethical and moral issues in researching practice with children 

· Provide support for colleagues as they conduct inquiry
Relationship to Program Goals 

The purposes and outcomes of the seminar are aligned with goals of Primary Source Learning, particularly:  

· “Provide collaborative professional development programs that result in . . . increased student understanding of the established curriculum through reading, analyzing, and interpreting digital historical documents.”

· Through publications, “build a body of knowledge regarding learning with digital historical sources . . . .”
Texts

MacLean, M. & Mohr M. (1999). Teacher-Researchers at Work.  Berkeley, California:  The National Writing Project Corporation, University of California at Berkeley.

Selected articles by and about teacher researchers.

Expectations for Seminar Participants
As members of a professional learning community and participants in a process that depends greatly on collegial support, you are expected to attend and participate in all seminar sessions and to treat colleagues with honesty and respect. You are expected to conduct inquiry and complete assignments with care and thoughtfulness. Your work folder will be used to keep track of your progress and to communicate with the seminar leader. 
Participation
· Be present at all sessions, including individual conferences and the Teacher Researcher Conference.
· Turn in work folder at beginning of each session with photocopies of work, questions and explanatory notes as assigned. (See description of work folder below.)

· Participate actively and knowledgeably in small and large groups to support the ongoing inquiry of your colleagues.

· Complete exercises, worksheets, reading, and written reflections as assigned, during and in between sessions.
As seminar participants, each teacher will:

· Implement classroom lessons using Library of Congress historical documents with students throughout the year.  Submit lessons as they are developed and implemented to the field testing database on the Primary Source Learning website.
· Write in an inquiry log on a regular basis, both as assigned and when needed, to record thinking, reflect on the inquiry, plan next steps, analyze or interpret data.
· Collect data in the classroom with respect for students as they interact with historical document-based lessons, including:


--written observations and reflections about student learning

--student work samples


--surveys, interviews, conversations with students, written comments by students 

   about their work (what kids say about their
 learning)

· Make sense of the data from each lesson or learning experience to revise and refine the lesson. 

· Analyze and interpret the data across lessons to draw findings and        implications about student learning in response to primary sources.
· Write a report on findings and implications of the data collected across the lessons and learning experiences.  The report will be completed by May 13, 2008.
Work Folders

At the beginning of each session you will turn in your folder.  Inside will be copies of selections from your inquiry log writing, data collection, or other work to be reviewed by the seminar leader.  On the inside of the folder you will write an explanatory note about the contents of the folder along with any questions you have.  I will respond in your folder to the work you have included and to your questions and return it at the next session.  Depending on calendar and circumstances, I may also send a response or ask questions by email if I think it would be helpful.  Your emails in between sessions and individual oral conferences are welcomed, too.
