Library of Congress Teaching with Primary Sources

Northern Virginia Partnership
Inquiry on Primary Source Learning in the Classroom

Session 2: Tuesday, October 2, 2007

Leis Center

Agenda

9:00 

Welcome and introductions



Log Writing



Sharing and responding to observations and reflections



Observations and reflections in action:  one teacher’s 



experience 



Break



Developing and implementing primary source lessons; 



entering lessons on the database

11:45

LUNCH
12:45

Sharing and responding to questions



Developing the inquiry proposal



Collecting data as students engage in primary source learning



 

Defining teacher research



Individual work time:  Planning lessons and next steps in inquiry




Reviewing assignments and writing to reflect

3:30

Adjournment

Preparing for the next session:  Tuesday, November 13, 4:30 7:30 pm, Lemon Road Elementary School

1. Read pp. 39-55 from “Data Collection:  How can you find out what you want to know?” Teacher Researchers at Work.
2. Implement primary source lesson(s) with students.  Enter lesson(s) on Primary Source Learning database.

3. Collect data from students as you implement lessons (e.g., student comments, work samples, etc.) that helps you see what is happening in their learning.  Write in your log about what you see in the data and what you think about it.  Bring 4 photocopies of one sample of data and one log entry with your written reflections on the data to share in a small group.  

4. Continue to write regularly in your log:  observations, reflections on the data, questions, speculations, plans.
5. Complete Inquiry Proposal.  Due by next meeting.










Date ________
Log Entry

What has been happening in your teaching with primary sources?  How is the log writing going?









Date ________
Log Entry


What are plans for my next primary source lesson(s)?  What data will I collect from and with my students as they engage in the lesson?  
Library of Congress Teaching with Primary Sources
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2007-2008

INQUIRY PROPOSAL

Name__________________________

Due Date:  Nov. 13, 2007

Teaching Assignment _______________________

1.  Inquiry Focus Question: What do I want to know about my students’ learning with primary sources?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

What led me to this question?  Why is it important to me and my students’ learning?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2.  Primary Source Learning Lessons:  What lessons or learning experiences with primary sources do I plan to implement with my students?

	Brief Description of Lesson
	Resources/Support Needed
	Planned Date of        Implementation

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3.  Data Collection: What kinds of data do I plan to collect in the classroom as I implement the lessons with my students? 

	What?   Description of data . . .
	When?   Collect by . . .

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


4.  Data Analysis:   What will I do with the data?  What are my tentative plans for reviewing and making sense of it?  

Figure 11.2  What do I want to know?  How do I get at my question?

	If. . . 
	Then. . . 

	I want to know how students perceive something or feel about something


	I probably need feedback from interviews, surveys, or questionnaires.

	I want to know how their attitudes or perceptions about something change
	I probably need to collect feedback at least twice, whether it’s a survey, interview, questionnaire (pretest, posttest).



	I want to know something about parents, their ideas, perceptions, input about their children, etc.


	I probably need to survey or interview them, in person, by letter, by phone, etc.

	I want to see if what I’m doing impacts quality or quantity of student work in some way
	I probably need to collect examples of related student work at intervals (once a week, once a month, etc.) or study selected students’ work over time in some depth.



	I want to know how my students make use of something existing or introduced (like a library center, particular books, study aid, etc.)


	I probably need an observation instrument that is a checklist, log, anecdotes, audiotape, etc.

	I want to know how students use consumable items or collections


	I may need to track the use of the items or depletion of the supplies related to the topic.

	I want to know how students use something new I’m teaching them
	I may need to track their use of the thing or strategy in a desired context.



	I want to see if one intervention works


	I need to decide what signals “working” and track the progress in observation or artifacts, or student comments or feedback.



	I want to compare more than one intervention
	I need to document each intervention through student work and/or student opinions and/or observation.



	I am studying one learner in great depth for whatever reason
	I probably need a comprehensive and regular researcher log in addition to interviews with the student and about the student with others, and I need to collect artifacts the student has done related to my topic.



	I want to know if what I’m doing influences something students do outside my classroom
	I’ll need to collect data outside my classroom from parents, librarians, other teachers, or whatever I want the influence to be.



	(Self-assessment)

I want to assess my effectiveness at something I’m doing with my students
	I might examine artifacts to see if I’m getting what I want; I might directly ask students.  I might ask them to write about their understanding; I might interview them about it.  I might listen to related comments, nonverbal comments


Holly, M., Arhar, J. and Kaster, W. (2005).  Action Research for Teachers:  Traveling the Yellow Brick Road.  New Jersey: Pearson.  Page 171
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1.  What was most helpful for you in today’s session?
2.  What do you think would be most helpful to you in our next session?

3.  Please note any other comments or suggestions you may have.

