Library of Congress Teaching with Primary Sources

Northern Virginia Partnership

Inquiry on Primary Source Learning in the Classroom

Session 3: Tuesday, November 13, 2007

Lemon Road Elementary School

Agenda

4:30 

Welcome and introductions



Log writing:  assumptions and beliefs



Reviewing and analyzing student data



Sharing and responding to data 



Data collection: interviewing and surveying students 



Reviewing assignments and preparing folders

7:30

Adjournment

Preparing for the next session:  Tuesday, December 11, 4:30 – 7:30 pm

Lemon Road Elementary School

1. Read pp. 56-66 in the chapter on “Data Analysis” and pp. 125-132, “What ethical principles guide teacher research?”  
2. Continue to collect data that helps you see what is happening in students’ learning as you implement primary source lesson(s) with them.

3. Interview or take a survey of your students related to your inquiry question. Write in your log what think about the interview/survey results.  Bring 3 photocopies of interview/survey data and your log entry with written reflections on the data to share in a small group. 
4. Continue to write regularly in your log to reflect on the data you are collecting and to plan next steps in your teaching and your inquiry.









Date________
Log Entry

What are some assumptions or beliefs you hold related to your inquiry topic?

Data Review

Name:








    Date:

Description of Data:

Inquiry Question/Topic: 

What is your overall impression of the data?  How would you summarize it?

What are the two or three (or more) most significant ideas in the data?

1.

2.

3.

What do you think about what you’ve got? What surprises you? Is any of it new information to you?

What do you think is missing?  What would you like to know more about?
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Guidelines for Sharing and Responding to Data in Small Groups  
1. Researcher shares context for data, telling briefly when and how it was collected.  

2. Researcher reads aloud from log entry or text and/or gives group members time to read/review/look at the data. 

3. Researcher invites response, for example, by:
a. Asking group members what they notice or see in the data.

b. Describing what s/he thinks the data is saying and asking for other possible interpretations or ways to look at it.

c. Explaining what questions or concerns s/he has about the data and what it seems to say.

4. Group members respond in ways that help the researcher understand the data more completely or from a different perspective and make decisions about what to do next.  By asking questions about the data and what it means, others help the researcher think through his or her analysis.  For example:
How does this data help answer your research question?  What does it seem to be saying?

What other data could you collect that would give you other points of view?

How is earlier data related to this data?

What follow-up data might help you clarify results or test your assumptions about what is going on?  











Courtney Rogers, 2005
Sharing and Responding to Data

Observation Notes

Date___________

	What does the researcher say/do?


	What do the responders say/do?









Nocerino and Rogers, 2006








Date________
Log Entry
What happened in the small response group that was helpful to me?  What are my thoughts about my data, my question, and next steps in my inquiry?

What questions do I want to ask my students about learning with primary sources in my classroom or about a particular lesson with primary sources?  How will I ask them—questionnaire/survey or interviews?

