Library of Congress Teaching with Primary Sources

Northern Virginia Partnership

Inquiry on Primary Source Learning in the Classroom

Session 6: Tuesday, February 12, 2008    9:00 am – 1:00 pm

Leis Center

Agenda

9:00 

Log writing



Discussion of readings from Teacher Researchers at Work




“My Life as a Teacher-Researcher,” Julie Fisher




“What Makes Your Research Valid and Reliable?”



Primary source lesson analysis of student learning



Visualizing as data analysis


Writing as data analysis: exploratory draft


Reviewing assignments and preparing folders

1:00 

Lunch Break
Afternoon
Work independently; optional individual conferences

Preparing for next sessions:  

Tuesday, March 25, 4:30-7:30 pm, Lemon Road Elementary School  (Optional)    Individual conferences on draft writing:  If possible, email draft to Courtney prior to meeting; if not, bring 2 copies of draft. Also bring   your data.
Tuesday, April 15, 4:30 – 7:30 pm, Lemon Road Elementary School (cont’d)
Read Carin Hauser’s “The History of a Research Project,” pp. 94-97 in Teacher Researchers at Work. 

Continue to write in your log as you write your rough draft to summarize what happens in students’ learning as you implement primary source lesson(s) with them.  

Bring 3 copies of a complete rough draft to share in a small group.

Complete entries of primary source lessons that are part of your inquiry on the Primary Source Learning database.








Date ________

Log Entry:  What happened with student learning in response to the most recent primary source lesson in my classroom? What strategies for making sense of the data are working best?  What am I learning from the data?  

DATA ANALYSIS ORGANIZATION

Lesson Title: _____________________________________________________________

1.  List a set or kind of data in each quadrant. (Use a second sheet if needed.)

2.  Write what you think, know, or wonder about this data.

3.  Note any questions the data raises and any follow-up data you need.

4.  Draw connections between and across data.

	Data:

What I did to analyze the data:

What I think, know, or wonder about the data:


	Data:

What I did to analyze the data:

What I think, know, or wonder about the data:



	Data:

What I did to analyze the data:

What I think, know, or wonder about the data:


	Data:

What I did to analyze the data:

What I think, know, or wonder about the data:




Lesson Analysis:  What did I learn from the data overall?

Findings: What did I discover about students’ learning and/or views?

Write statements about students’ responses to the lesson that are demonstrated or supported by the actual data.  Under each statement, list examples from the data that support your finding.

Example:

Finding:  Students identified details in the primary source photograph that enabled them to infer meaning about the historical context.  

Supporting data:  Student comments on worksheet:  “I think that a ship is bringing slaves to the new land.  The people were from Africa.”  “Slaves are probably afraid.”

Finding 1:

Supporting Data:

Finding 2:

Supporting Data:

Finding 3:

Supporting Data:

Implications:  So what?  What will I do in the future as a result of what I learned?
Write implications:  How might I revise this lesson? What would you do differently or similarly in teaching this lesson in the future? 

Example:  In the future I would continue to model the strategy of inference with students before asking them to make their own inferences.

Implication 1

Implication 2

Primary Source Lesson Analysis of Student Learning  
Name: 







Date:

Lesson Title:
Overview/Description of Classroom Use:  What was the lesson and who participated?

Inquiry Focus Question:  What was I curious to find out?
Data Collection:  What kinds of data did I collect related to the lesson?  

Data Analysis:  What did I do to understand the data?

Findings: What did I learn from the data? 

(Using your notes from the two worksheets—“Data Analysis Organization” and “What did I learn from the data overall?—describe what you learned about your students’ responses to the lesson.)

Primary Source Lesson Analysis of Student Learning    
Findings: What did I learn from the data?  (continued)

Implications:  So what? What would I do similarly or differently in teaching this lesson in the future? How might I revise or extend this lesson?

Questions for further study:  What else do I want to know?








Date __________________

Writing about Inquiry:  Exploratory Draft

Write as if you were talking or writing a letter to your colleague, telling the story of your inquiry.  You do not have to start at the beginning of the story—you can enter the story at any point.
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