


Armed with this knowledge and our desire 
to present a rich curriculum in an era of high 
stakes testing, it is fruitful to mine the Li-
brary of Congress for unique resources that 
will engage our students and make them 
think about the arts’ impact on our nation’s 
social history.  American Memory, the 
LOC’s online compendium of words, pic-
tures, and song, alone has over 30 collec-
tions related to the performing arts.  These 
include:  African American sheet music and 
blues and gospel recordings, selections from 
the New Deal Federal Theatre Project, Folk 
Music from Southern Florida, California  and 
the Dust Bowl, Zora Neale Hurston plays, 

photographs of African American jazz greats 
during the Golden Age, artifacts of Native 
American art and culture from the Pacific 
Northwest, and Omaha Indian music just to 
name a few.  If teachers approach the study 
of their discipline with a desire to connect 
peoples of the past to their students of the 
present, and utilize some of these resources 
for journal prompts, talking points, current 
event discussions, or performances to emu-
late, they will most likely end up with in-
creased excitement and motivation to learn 
on the part of their students, newly devel-
oped skills, and positive academic testing  
results. 

tion and ideas present in the Collection Connec-
tions: Arts and Humanities  link.  Here students 
are exposed to images of baskets, blankets, 
clothing, rattles, weaving, and woodcarvings, 
and asked to explore the distinction between art 
and craft.  (A craft is a handmade item  that 
incorporates artistic elements but serves a func-
tional purpose.)  A list of questions is provided 
to facilitate a discussion such as, “What can you 
learn about people from their crafts? Or Is 
something less artistic or precious because it has 
an everyday use or function?”  (Continued, p. 3) 

American Indians of the Pacific Northwest is a  
digital collection that includes over 2,300 pho-
tographs and 7,700 pages of text relating to the 
American Indians of the Pacific Northwest. 
These resources illustrate many aspects of life 
and work, including housing, clothing, crafts, 
transportation, education, and employment for 
tribes of this region. VA History and Social Sci-
ence  SOL, USI.3 asks students to describe how 
American Indians used their environment to 
obtain, food, clothing, and shelter.  This learn-
ing objective lends itself to items in the collec-

LIFE AS ART! (CONTINUED FROM P. 1) 

NATIVE AMERICAN CRAFTS — TEACHING IDEAS 

THE KATHERINE DUNHAM COLLECTION (CONTINUED FROM P. 1) 

anthropological field research, and find ample 
evidence of African and Caribbean influence on 
historical and modern American dance .  They 
can research these dances’ origins and place 
them in historical context.  They can then 
mimic her dances or set out to do field research 
on dances of their own geographic locale and 
generation,  and determine what influences are 
past and present.  Imagine if a history teacher 
partnered with a dance specialist, and gave 
equal attention to each other’s disciplines, the 
possibilities for deep understandings of people 
and time periods, for students, would be end-
less. 

The collection also documents Miss Dunham's 
remarkable career as a performer and choreog-
rapher for her own company, which introduced 
African and Caribbean dance to the American 
public.  Katherine Dunham was especially dedi-
cated to providing formal training opportunities 
for young African American dancers to learn her 
techniques and movements.  Teachers and stu-
dents can access her research and videotapes of  
her workshops that demonstrate her teaching 
abilities.  Two Dunham techniques: “Mahi” and 
“Yonvalou” can be viewed, analyzed, and prac-
ticed in detail by today’s students.  By carefully 
viewing her work,  students can learn about 
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Don't you tease me, 
Lulu! / words by George 
Cooper ; music by John H. 
Slavin. Originally published: 
New York : Carleton, 
Cavanagh & Co., c1897. 
Sheet Music Collection, The 

Katherine Dunham in 
an undated photograph in 
“Choros”, Missouri His-
torical Society, St. Louis 

Nez Perce Chief Jo-
seph poses in blanket 
outdoors, 1901, Univer-
sity of Washington Librar-
ies. General Indian Collec-
tion no. 564 
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The Works Progress Administration (WPA), commis-
sioned unemployed artists to create posters to publicize 
public health and safety, cultural programs, special 
exhibits, travel and tourism, community activities and 
more, as part of FDR’s New Deal. Many of the posters 
in the collection, By the People, For the People: Post-
ers from the WPA, highlight African-American, Native 
American, and women’s life and activities in the 1930’s 
and 40’s.  This lesson utilizes these posters and asks 
students to create their own using specific principles 
and elements of art.  They should search the collection 
and view posters on a variety of peoples and topics 
prior to the lesson, to enhance their understanding of 
VA History and Social Science SOL USII.5.d 

Hook:  Ask students to brainstorm ways government 
publicizes new programs, events, and needs today.  

Compare then and now with an emphasis on the 
purpose and work of the WPA. 

Body of Lesson:  Form student groups and deter-
mine a people and topic to highlight in a large 
poster.  Students should focus their attention on 
depicting historical efforts to improve life during the 
Great Depression. (i.e. highlight  New Deal pro-
grams or  initiatives that impacted specific groups of  
Americans)  Poster should be created in the style of 
WPA artists using line, shape, form, color, space, 
proportion, balance and unity.  VA Visual Arts SOL 7.3  
Tempera paint,  mural paper, and collaboration with 
an art teacher is helpful too. 

Closure:  Present posters in a gallery walk and have 
students evaluate how  Americans’ lives were im-
pacted and improved during the Great Depression. 

inside Northern Coast houses proclaiming the 
identity, status, and history of the noble people 
who owned them.” (Dr. Robin K. Wright, “To-
tem Poles: Heraldic Columns of the Northwest.”) 
Students can look for patterns and symbols on 
totem poles representing ancestors and supernatu-
ral beings, and with additional research, decode 
the stories behind them. Finally, they can use 
symbols representing  their own families and 
background stories, to decorate a meaningful ob-
ject such as a photo album cover or box that holds 
keepsakes.  (Teaching ideas from Collection Connec-
tions: Arts and Humanities) 

After discussion, teachers can include visual 
and contextual examinations of  these items 
made from natural resources.  Students can 
then be asked to recreate such crafts and justify 
how these tribes used and adapted to their en-
vironment, as a culminating project.  Simi-
larly, photographs of totem poles, which have 
come to symbolize Native Americans, but 
originated in the Pacific Northwest, can be 
examined and students can identify the images 
and themes present. “Only the best artists 
were commissioned to carve the monumental 
heraldic poles that were placed in front of and 

RECREATING WPA POSTERS —A LESSON PLAN 

NEZ PERCE BLANKETS & KWAKIUTL TOTEM POLES (FROM P.2) 

AMERICAN WOMEN GATEWAY & MUSIC COLLECTIONS 
many “musical finds” await you.  Some sheet mu-
sic examples include: The Mothers of the West, 
praising women’s efforts expanding the frontier in 
1850, Women’s Rights, an anti-rights song of 
1853, I Didn’t Raise My Boy To Be A Soldier and 
I’m Raising My Boy To Be A Soldier To Fight For 
The U.S.A., both World War I songs, I Never 
Knew I Had a Wonderful Wife Until the Town 
Went Dry, a temperance song of 1919, and The 
Hand That Rocks The Cradle Rules The World, 
1901.  Most song sheets come with richly illus-
trated covers that students can view and analyze in 
addition to viewing the words and music in his-
torical context. 

American Women, A Gateway to Library of Con-
gress Resources for the study of Women’s History and 
Culture in the United States: Music Division be-
gins, “Whether a mother crooning lullabies or 
an opera diva, a neighborhood piano teacher or 
a rock star—women have always made music.  
They compose it, perform it, inspire it, com-
mission it, collect it, and otherwise fill their 
leisure time in its pursuit.”  With this “big idea” 
in mind,  set out to do an American Memory 
search for primary sources related to women 
and sheet music.  Type in key words:  mothers, 
women’s rights, temperance, suffrage, and war and 
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WPA women painters, 
Federal Art Gallery, Fed-
eral Art Project, between 
1936 and 1938  Reproduc-
tion Number, LC-USZC2-
904 

Kwakiutl totem pole, 
Alert Bay, British Colum-
bia, ca 1900 University of 
Washington Libraries 

Yankiana, E.E. Lofis, 1905, 
Music Division 
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Coming Next Issue...AM Collection 
Highlights, Learning Page Treasures, Lesson 
Plan Ideas, and more AAMNVA  offerings 
for Teachers & Students!    

Grant News: 
Adventure of the America Mind Northern Virginia (AAMNVA) will promote student 
learning by providing professional development, resources, and services to assist educators 
in effectively using the digital primary resources from the Library of Congress (LOC) 
within the established school district/state curriculum.                     
 AAMNVA Web site: www.aamnva.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Look here for:  1. Workshop details for each district 
  2. Updates from Congressman Moran 
  3. Scheduled workshops tours, and activities for each district 
  4.  Links and help for searching the LOC site 
  5. Model Activities, SOL Links, Lesson Plans, WebQuests 

each other to find the 
details, and were so 
excited to notice things 
in the prints that I 
never noticed!”, said 
Donna.    Donna found 
the lesson writing ex-
perience challenging.  
“This is the first time  
I used a format for 
web publication.   I wanted to make sure my lesson con-
nected to the SOLs properly and provided enough detail so 
that others could read and implement it easily.  I wanted to 
make it teacher friendly.”  Donna’s students were not very 
familiar with primary sources before she introduced them 
in her classroom.  She  finds photographs and documents 
from American Memory and America’s Library very useful, 
and is currently working on a new lesson featuring famous 
Virginians.  “Any teacher who is curious should check out 
the LOC site and attend workshops”, says Donna.   Her  
Jamestown lesson can be found at www.aamnva.org 

Donna Del Guercio Blum, 5th grade teacher at Thomas 
Jefferson Elementary School in Falls Church City, VA 
has always wanted her students to be excited about 
learning.  That’s why she continually seeks out work-
shops and courses that challenge and improve her 
teaching.  Before the summer of 2004, she never really 
knew about LOC resources, but  having became in-
volved in AAMNVA, she is now hooked!    Donna took 
part in a curriculum writing experience led by 
AAMNVA staff that included extensive training in using 
the LOC website and primary source analysis.  She par-
ticularly enjoyed using  America’s Library and Jump 
Back in Time which provides kid-friendly timelines and 
narrative in addition to primary source images .  The 
AAMNVA program allowed Donna dedicated time  and 
support to search the LOC site and write a lesson, 
Jamestown:  Taking the Good with the Bad, that corre-
lates with the Virginia Standards of Learning.  “My kids 
loved the pictures when I did my lesson.  They loved 
investigating and figuring out what was going on in the 
LOC images.  They loved almost “competing” with 

PICTURE OF PRACTICE : MEET DONNA DEL GUERCIO BLUM! 

JOINING EDUCATORS AND STUDENTS 
WITH LIBRARY OF CONGRESS RESOURCES 

WWW.AAMNVA.ORG 

TEACHER TREASURES was written and 
edited by Patricia Baron Carlson, Profes-
sional Development Specialist, AAMNVA 

pcarlson@aamnva.org 

Donna Del Guercio Blum’s students , 
examining LOC primary sources. 
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